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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent in advance generation of defective exposure caused by 
the positional deviation of a mark (reticle) when a mask stage is accelerated.SOLUTION: The 
relative scanning of a reticle stage RST and a wafer stage WST is conducted through a stage 
control system 21 for the purpose of exposing a reticle pattern using a main control device. The 
relative positional relation between the reticle stage RST and the reticule R is detected by the 
detection means provided on the reticle stage RST. When the detected values of the detection 
device are different with each other before a mutual scanning operation performed on both 
stages is started and when the operation is finished, the exposing operation is discontinued. 
Accordingly, the generation of defective exposure, caused by the positional deviation of the reticle 
when the reticle stage is accelerated, can be prevented. 
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